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The Phase I Checklist is designed to assist district and consultant staff with documentation of Phase I issues. It is not meant to substitute a Phase I report but to serve as synopsis of the project to facilitate meetings or update staff on the status of project.
Project Information
Section I. Environmental Survey Request (ESR) Summary (Section 27-1)
ESR Submittal Criteria
Yes
No
Does the project:
1.
involve acquisition of additional right-of-way or easements (temporary or permanent)?
2.
require a drainage structure runaround or any in-stream work (i.e., any work or other activity within the stream banks that modifies or otherwise affects the stream bed or stream banks)?
3.
potentially affect a recognized Illinois Natural Areas Inventory (INAI) site or Illinois dedicated Nature Preserve (NP), a wetland, or a location where a State or Federal listed species (T/E) is known to occur?
4.
potentially affect a historic district or historic property listed on, eligible for listing on, or potentially eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)?
5.
involve the removal and replacement of existing sidewalks and ramps to ADA standards under the following circumstances:
— in-kind materials will not be used; or
— the improvement is located partially or completely within the limits of a National Historic Landmark (NHL)?
6.
involve replacement or rehabilitation of a bridge or culvert 40 years old or older?
7.
cross or otherwise involve railroad right-of-way other than a single rail rural right-of-way with no maintenance facilities? 
8.
involve excavation (as defined in Section 27-3.01) or subsurface utility relocation?
If yes to any of the above, an ESR is required; enter the PMA sequence number that is assigned for the project.
Section II. Potential for Unusual Circumstances (Section 23-1.02)
Potential for Unusual Circumstance
Yes
No
Will the project:
1.
through consultation with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) under the Illinois Endangered Species Act, require an Incidental Take Authorization?
2.
through Section 7 of the Federal Endangered Species Act consultation, result in a finding of “may affect, likely to adversely affect” a federally listed or candidate species, or proposed or designated critical habitat?
3.
involve State designated Nature Preserves, areas listed on the Illinois Natural Area Inventory, and/or Land and Water Reserves?
4.
exceed the IDNR threshold for an increase in 100-year flood water surface elevations or has potential for a "significant encroachment” to floodplains, as defined in the Executive Order No. 11988.
5.
involve impacts to a stream listed on the National Park Service's National Rivers Inventory?
6.
result in an "adverse effect" finding to a historic property, as defined in 36 CFR 800.16(l)?
7.
require the use of properties as defined and protected by Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act, 49 U.S.C. 303 that cannot be documented with either an FHWA de minimis determination or a programmatic Section 4(f) evaluation?
8.
require the acquisition of lands under the protection of Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Act of 1965 or other unique areas or special lands that were acquired in fee or easement with public-use money and have deed restrictions or covenants on the property?
9.
be defined as a “Type I project” per 23 CFR 772.5 and therefore require a noise analysis?
10.
involve impacts that would require an Individual Section 404 Permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or involve stream channelization or stream relocations?
11.
require a permit from U.S. Coast Guard under Section 9 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899?
12.
require an individual Water Quality Certification from the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA)?
13.
require the use of a temporary road, detour or ramp closure, unless the use of such facilities satisfies the following conditions, as applicable?
         a) Provisions are made for access by local traffic and so posted,
         b) Businesses dependent on through-traffic will not be adversely affected,
         c) To the extent possible, there is no interference with any local special event or festival,
         d) There is no substantial change to the environmental consequences of the action, and there is no substantial controversy associated with such facilities.
14.
require substantial changes in access, access control, or travel patterns?
15.
have potential for controversy on environmental grounds as determined by FHWA, or inconsistency with federal, State, or local requirements relating to the environment or planning?
16.
require one or more residential or business relocations and/or the acquisition of more than 10 acres (4 hectares) total for a non-linear improvement (spot improvement, e.g., bridge, intersection) or the acquisition of more than 3 acres per mile (0.75 hectares per kilometer)?
Note: If any of the “Yes” boxes are checked, the project must be processed as a federal CE and requires approval 
by the FHWA Transportation Engineer (TE).
Section III. Environmental Issues
The following section serves to summarize environmental issues that have or may arise during project development.  Note: References to the BDE Manual are shown as Section ##-#.
A. Natural Resources 
Note: Please consult the Natural Resource Review (NRR) to complete this section.
Pursuant to 17 Ill. Admin. Code 1075.30, if more than two years elapse between the review and approval of the project and implementation, the Department shall review the project to determine the presence of new sensitive resources.
1. State and Federal Endangered Species Act Compliance (Sections 26-9 and 27-1).
Was an Incidental Take Authorization required by IDNR?         
If yes, this is considered a potential for unusual circumstance and the project must be processed as Federal CE.
2. Illinois Natural Areas Inventory (INAI) (Section 26-9).
Will an INAI site be impacted by this project?         
3. Nature Preserves, Natural Heritage Landmarks, and Land and Water Reserves (Section 26-9).
Does the project involve a Nature Preserve or Land and Water Reserve?         
If yes, coordination with the Nature Preserves Commission is required. 
Are commitments required?         
4. Tree, Forest, Savanna, and Prairie Resources (Section 26-17 and D&E-18).
Is tree removal required for the project?         
Does the project impact areas of forest larger than 20 acres (8 hectares) in size?         
Does the project involve prairie or savanna areas?         
5. Floodplains (Section 26-7 of the BDE Manual and Chapter 3 of the IDOT Drainage Manaual).
Project occurs in the 100-year floodplain.         
Is a Floodplain Encroachment Study required?         
Is a floodplain finding required?         
6. Wetlands (Section 26-8).
Were Wetland Delineations performed?         
If yes, was a Wetland Impact Evaluation (WIE) form submitted and response received?         
7. Surface Waters and Aquatic Habitat (Section 26-19).
USCG coordination
Does the project affect a stream classified as navigable?         
If yes, coordination with USCG is required.
NPS coordination
Does the project affect the Middle Fork of the Vermillion River which is a Wild and Scenic River?         
If yes, coordination with the National Park Service (NPS) is required.
Corps coordination
Will the project require stream mitigation due to moving, shortening, or adverse effects to the stream?         
IEPA coordination
Will the project affect any impaired (303(d)) listed streams?         
Will the project contribute to the impairment?         
Does the project affect a waterbody with a draft/final TMDL?         
If yes, the project must comply with Waste Load Allocation (WLA) describe the TMDL.
8. Nationwide Rivers Inventory (NRI) (Section 26-20).
Does project involve bridge work over a stream segment listed in NRI?         
If no, go to #9.
Is a new bridge being proposed over this listed segment?         
If the bridge is existing, does the bridge require a new alignment?         
Will major instream work be required (i.e., bend away wiers, etc.)?         
If yes to any of the previous three questions, coordination with the National Park Service is required due to the potential for adverse effect, and commitments may be needed.
9. Section 6(f) Land Conversion Request (Section 26-3).
Does project involve lands with Land and Water Conservation (LAWCON) funds?         
If no, go to #10.
Will a conversion of the LAWCON funds be required?         
Has a conversion request been submitted?         
10. Open Space Land Acquisition and Development (OSLAD) Land Conversion Request (Section 26-4)
Does project involve lands with OSLAD funds?         
If no, continue to Section B.
Will a conversion of the OSLAD funded lands be required?         
Has a conversion request been submitted?         
B. Cultural Resources 
1. Section 106 Historic Act Compliance (Section 26-5).
Is the project eligible to be exempted from Section 106 review by district trained staff?         
(Note: A list of projects exempt from Section 106 review can be found in Appendix A of the Programmatic Agreement (PA) Among the Federal Highway Administration, the Illinois Department of Transportation, the Illinois State Historic Preservation Officer, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation regarding Section 106 Implementation for Federal-Aid Transportation Projects in the State of Illinois)
If yes, no further cultural review is required but document in project file.  If no, continue below.
Did central office qualified staff initiate an archeological or architectural field survey?         
Following surveys, did Qualified Staff document that “no historic properties” will be affected by the project?         
If no, what was the results of coordination with SHPO?
Commitments required?         
Memorandum of Agreement required?         
2. Section 4(f) Evaluation (Section 26-2).
Does the proposed use of the property fall under Section 4(f)?  (Examples of these properties include publicly owned parks, recreation areas open to the public, public wildlife and waterfowl refuges, and public or privately-owned historic sites).         
If yes, check the box for applicable action:
C. Agricultural Resources (Section 26-10)
Will the project affect agricultural resources located in an unincorporated area (i.e., the farmland is not located within a city or village boundary) lands?         
If yes, form NRCS-CPA-106, Farmland Conversion Impact Rating may be required.
If no, Agricultural Resources will not be impacted, and this section is complete. Therefore, coordination with IDOA and NRCS is not required.
D. Noise (Section 26-6)
1. The project is:
Note: if any part of a project is determined to be a Type I project under this definition, then the entire project area is a Type I project.
If project is a Type III project, the following applies:
The referenced project meets the criteria for a Type III project established in 23 CFR 772.  Therefore, the proposed project requires no traffic noise analysis or abatement evaluation.  Type III projects do not involve added capacity, construction of new through lanes, changes in the horizontal or vertical alignment of the roadway, or exposure of noise sensitive land uses to a new or existing highway noise source.
2. If project is a Type I, has Noise Analysis been performed?         
3. Is a noise wall feasible and reasonable for the project?         
4. Is construction noise a consideration for the project?         
If yes, see Section 26-6.
E. Environmental Justice (Executive Order No.12988)
Will the project relocate one or more residents, one or more commercial facilities, or one or more Community Centers that are frequented by either a minority or low-income group?         
F. Air Quality
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) has established NAAQS for six criteria pollutants including carbon monoxide (CO), ozone (O3), lead (Pb), sulfur dioxide (SO2), nitrogen dioxide (NO2), and particulate matter (PM).
Note:
Entire State of Illinois is currently in unclassifiable/attainment for Particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10).Carbon Monoxide is evaluated only for intersection improvements.
1. Air Quality Conformity (Section 26-11).
Pursuant to the Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) is the project exempt from Conformity Requirements?         
If no, consult the following link and describe the nonattainment status for relevant pollutants based on the county and area name that the project is located in. https://www3.epa.gov/airquality/greenbook/anayo_il.html
2. Microscale Carbon Monoxide (CO) Analysis (Section 26-14).
Is the project exempt from CO analysis?         
If no, check the following that are applicable.
If none of the boxes are checked, the project is exempt from microscale analysis. If any of the boxes are checked, use COSIM 4.0 to predict future build CO levels.
3. Mobile Source Air Toxics (MSAT) (Section 26-13).
Pursuant to the updated Interim Guidance on Mobile Source Air Toxic Analysis in NEPA documents, dated October 18, 2016, CEs are considered to have no potential for meaningful MSAT effects.
G. Regulated Substances
1. Regulated Substances Procedures (Section 27-3). 
A regulated substances screening is required for all applicable State highway projects to identify the possible presence of regulated substances, pursuant to Departmental Policy D&E-11, Identifying and Responding to Regulated Substances in Highway Project Development, Implementation and Operations.  See Section 27-3 for details.
Level 1, 2, or 3 screening completed:         
Level 1, 2, or 3 screening successful indicating a PESA is unnecessary:         
If yes, provide screening documentation and go to the next section.
Was a PESA performed?         
If yes, see BDE’s PESA review transmittal memorandum.
Did the PESA identify Recognized Environmental Condition(s) (REC(s))?         
Have more than six months elapsed since completion of the initial Level 2 screening or PESA?         
If yes, must validate the assessment results using the Level 2 screening criteria.
If yes, provide updated Level 2 screening documentation.
Have more than six months elapsed since completion of the initial Level 3 screening?         
If yes, must validate the assessment results using the Level 3 screening criteria.
If yes, provide updated Level 3 screening documentation.
Will more than three years have elapsed between completion of the last PESA and the anticipated PS&E date associated with the desired letting date?         
If yes, project must be evaluated as a new project and a new PESA should be requested.
If yes, see BDE’s PESA review transmittal memo for the new PESA (validation).
Section IV. Permits
This section can serve to help to identify which permits a project may require to avoid any potential project delays.
1. Section 402 National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) (Chapter 41).
Will the project involve more than one acre of ground disturbance and thus an ILR10 permit is required?         
2. Section 404 Permit (Section 28-2).
Does the project require a Section 404 permit?         
3. Section 401 Water Quality Certification (Section 26-19).
Is Individual Water Quality Certification required?         
If yes, an Antidegradation Assessment is required.
4. Section 9 USCG Permit (Section 28-2).         
5. Section 10 Corps Permit (Section 28-2).         
6. IDNR/Office of Water Resources (OWR) Floodway Permit (Section 28-3).         
Section V. Coordination (Include documentation of coordination in Phase I report and/or project file)
1. District Monthly Coordination Meeting (Section 22-5.03).
Will the project involve more than one acre of ground disturbance and thus an ILR10 permit is required?         
2. Coordination required with Aeronautics (Section 11-2).         
3. Coordination required with FAA for publicly owned airports (Section 11-2).         
If no, go to #4.
Response from FAA received.         
4. Railroad coordination required due to project involving a railroad crossing.         
If no, go to #5.
Response from railroad company received.         
5. Drainage District Coordination required for projects involving in-stream work affecting a water body under the jurisdiction of a drainage district.
If no, go to #6.
Response from drainage district received.         
6. Has public involvement been implemented for this project (Chapter 19)?         
Are Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) being implemented for this project?         
7. Other Coordination.
Section VI. Other Analyses
1. Hydraulic Analysis/Report (Section 2-602 of the IDOT Drainage Manual).
Hydraulic analysis/report:         
2. Crash Data and Analysis (Section 11-2).
3. Bridge Condition Report (Chapter 39).
Bridge Condition Report Approval Letter:         
4. Pavement Design Submittal Required (Chapter 54).         
5. Transportation Management Plan (BSPE Policy 3).
Transportation Management Plan.         
6. Geotechnical Report (Section 11-2.10).
a.) structure         
b.) roadway         
7. Geometric Design (Section 14-4 and 15-2.02).
Has the district submitted a completed BDE 2602?         
8. Mailbox Supports (Chapters 49 and 58).
Have hazardous mailbox supports been identified with the project limits?          
(Note results of survey in Phase I report).
Have supports been investigated and property owners contacted?         
9. Bicycle accommodations (Chapter 17).
Have accommodations been considered and investigated?         
10. Accessibility for the disabled (Chapter 58).
Required for all projects in an urban section.
Provisions for disabled access.         
11. Asbestos determination for bridge work (Section 27-4).
Ensure Asbestos Determination Certification, BBS 2536 has been properly filled out, included in the Phase 1 Engineering Report, and placed in project file.
Section VII. Commitment Summary
1. Hydraulic Analysis/Report (Section 2-602 of the IDOT Drainage Manual).
While commitments can be addressed for specific issues in previous sections, this section can be used to summarize all environmental or engineering commitments required for this project or add more information if needed.
Examples of commitment summary could be tree clearing restriction, tree replacement, temporary fencing, stream protection, detours, emergency vehicle access, etc.:
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